REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully traverse and request reconsideration. 

There appears to be an inadvertent oversight in Applicants' Information Disclosure 
Statement document. The Information Disclosure Statement attached to the office action does not 
show the Examiner initials as to the Supplementary European Search Report. Applicants 
respectfully request a new Information Disclosure Statement that shows the Examiner considered 
this submitted information. 

Applicants wish to thank the Examiner for the notice that claims 12, 13, 20 and 21 are 
allowed and that claims 5-8 and 17-19 would be allowable if written in independent form including 
all the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Applicants have added claim 24 which is claim 5 written in independent form and claim 25 
which is claim 17 written in independent form. As such, these claims are allowable as are claims 7- 
8 and 18-19. 

Remaining claims 1-4, 9-11, 14-16, 22 and 23 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as 
being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,760,303 (Brouwer) in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,845,238 
(MuUer). This is a new ground of rejection. The Brouwer reference is directed to a channel type 
switching operation based on traffic loading in a cell. In particular, Brouwer deals with a problem 
of switching between dedicated traffic channels and common channels such as may be provided by 
circuit switched and packet switched services. As stated by Brouwer "A problem addressed by the 
present invention is determining if and when to make a channel type switch during the course of a 
particular user connection." (column 2, lines 33-36). As such, Brouwer is directed to a completely 
different problem and instead is directed to allocating a dedicated traffic channel or common 
channel depending on the amount of data that the user wishes to communicate during a call and cell 
loading. A dedicated radio channel can have a higher data transmission rate/capacity than a current 
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incoming rate of a user data to be transmitted over that channel. The office action alleges that the 
Brouwer reference teaches "link circuitry operative to receive an active link set message , citing 
column 4, lines 36-54; column 4, line 55 to column 5, line 14." However, Applicants respectfully 
submit that the cited portion appears silent as to any active link set message and as such, Applicants 
respectfully submit that Brouwer does not teach what is alleged and therefore the claims are in 
condition for allowance. 

For example, the cited portion in column 4 actually refers to a channel type switching 
controller that switches between a dedicated channel and a common channel based on timeout 
values that determine or measure a traffic load in a cell. Applicants are unable to find any mention 
of receiving of an active link set message in the cited portions. If the rejection is maintained, 
Applicants respectfully request a showing by column and line number of receipt of such a message 
as it does not appear to be in the cited portions. 

Applicants respectfully note that in the last response. Applicants respectfully requested a 
showing by column and line number of where Brouwer teaches a receipt of such a message as it 
does not appear in the cited portions. No such showing was provided. Accordingly, Applicants 
have again requested a showing if the claims are not passed to allowance. 

In addition, it is admitted in the office action that the Brouwer reference fails to teach nearly 
every aspect of claim 1 and instead cites the Muller reference as allegedly teaching, among other 
things, candidate reference link determination circuitry operative to receive an active link set update 
message and in response, to create a candidate list of reference links based on the active link set list 
and the received active link set update message. It is alleged that it would have been obvious to 
apply the technique of Muller to the communication system of Brouwer in order to provide a 
network with a quality estimate for a current active link set as well as a quality estimate for a virtual 
active link set. 
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The MuUer reference is directed to maintaining multiple active sets of cells for handover 
wherein a virtual active set is, for example, an additional set of cells that are both on the same 
frequency or may be at a different frequency but in the same geographical area or may be, for 
example, associated with different technology types of cellular systems. In all of the cases cited by 
the office action, however, namely column 8, column 9, column 10, the MuUer reference is silent as 
to any "reference links", namely links that are used to provide synchronization or reference 
information for asynchronous wireless communication systems. To the contrary, the cited portions 
refer to the active link sets. As such, MuUer does not teach what is alleged and therefore the claim 
is in condition for allowance. 

In addition, combining Brouwer with MuUer would simply result in a system of MuUer that 
utilized virtual active sets to provide additional sets of base stations for handover purposes. Neither 
Brouwer nor MuUer describe any reference link determination that utilizes both an active link set 
list and a received active link set update message to determine a candidate reference link set. No 
creation of a candidate list of reference links appears to be provided in either of the references. 
Instead, MuUer simply creates candidate lists of active base stations. 

Among other advantages, by way of example, creating a candidate list of reference links 
based on an active link set and based on a received active link set update message provides for a 
type of preprocessing of the received active link set update message so that a new reference link is 
not removed during the active link update. (See for example, paragraph 17 of Applicants' 
Specification and elsewhere). The cited references do not contemplate or suggest any candidate 
reference link determination that creates a candidate Ust of reference links that is based both on an 
active link set list and based on the received active link set update message. As such, the 
independent claims are in condition for allowance. 

The dependent claims add additional novel and non-obvious subject matter. 
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Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that the claims are in condition for allowance 
and that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this case. The Examiner is invited to contact the 
below-listed attorney if the Examiner believes that a telephone conference will advance the 
prosecution of this application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: Mav 12. 2008 By: /Christopher J. Reckamp/ 

Christopher J. Reckamp 
Reg. No. 34,414 

Vedder Price P.C. 
222 North LaSalle 
Chicago, Illinois 60601-1003 
312/609-7500 
312/609-5005 Facsimile 
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